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i can stand as
m‘;; mpoliu-q for the provision of our future
M—damnm us any other, you will perhape al-
Jow me o Lift veil which hides the resulta I have
above sated.
hardly necessary to defend our own mode of
o i w’hlle it is #0 m;] to -h;w that lhiei_r'o leads
mearly the same results,  But since it 18 80 ym-
= :"udy m.:elwd by the English gentlemen, and its
wiay clear wwny some diffienlties of the sab-
jeet, 1 swill” attempt it” briefly. Mr. Woollionse de-
claros the preminms we have nsed to be fietitious, and
Mr. Neiron labors to prove that the Actunries' Rate
of ity is of no sathority, because it is buscd on
policies, sud not on distinet lives. 1 ean afford to
graut both. Fiction is sometimen truer than fuct, and
espacially when we ure sceking i rale to guide us in
neralizing or prophes ir.r. Whether the ' Com-
wed Experience” or English ** Actnaries’” Rate of
ity roprevents an experience of lives, or of pol-
jcies, or of neither, is of wo particular cousequence,
ingsmuch-as it holds & mean plice between the results
of all those observations of mortality, which are en-
sitled to any confidence. Regarding it nan pure fie-
tion, without one particle of independent uuthority
of its own, it has, pevertheless, from its position be-
tween the Carlisle experience und that of the entire
British population us good & right to be taken fur the
Jaw of mortality ns either of them. Fact, however
soverely observed, is but hypotheris when applied to
the foture. The Actuaries’ seale hua the ndvuntage of
"being well gradnated, und of huving the martality so
distributed that it mukes the reserve of a compan
rulher than it would be made by others which
uire about the same premioms, It his been urlu;'nl-
mn this affice simply as the Lest practical rule on the
- whele—erring, if st all, on the side of safoty—in re-
to:Life Insurance, thongh it must be confessed,
y the same token, it would erron the ather ride us 0
rule for the sale of life annnities, The President of the
largest Life Insurance Company in America, Mr, Wins-
to, s lately said, ' Our own experience, though more
“ fuvorable than the Actuaries’ Table, or that of any
* gther known, both in its pecuniary results and in ite
* pelutive mortality, N‘T’pm moro nearly to the Ae.
* aaries than to the Curlisle or Northampton Tables."
See the Mutual Life Company's published Experience,
If any one still rees any practical force in Mr. Neison's
objection, I would refer him to & l{lper in the London
Amsurance Maguzine for July, 1857, by Mr. Downes,
the Actuury of the Foonomic Life Assurance Bociety.
T extract the following

“The u'i of lhe:f
il i

)

& perind

L 2
snd com the results of observations
msde during (hat period ou 1195 policies, wasul 9,835 Lives,
whish gives a proportion of foar patieles to every thres parsone
The resulis h‘:rq m:n obtained (n regard to pereons, policies,
.'?'1':::::-‘-“‘ ined from the
% differ so liitlo from aach other that
whethor, in large experiosces, poticies or lives are nisde
the besis of obsurvation though that on lives must be regarded
thaareticslly mest exact™ (Ass. Mag., wol. T, p. 7))
Willinm Farr, esq., the anthor of the Engligh ** Na-
slonal Life Tuble,” & man whose independent position,
matbemuticul wkill, and extensive study entitle his

opinion W great weight, says:
“ Practioally, in reference to the exinting viate of things, the

¢ ¥ lh-m"imnln. the Actuaries’ Table) and the T’:tihh
Fabic understate the net  premium ;' invaluations they under-
siate the value 0f the sums {nsuced, overstate the value of thin
il snd ¢ iy ly nndorrate the amount of stock
which sn Insurance society should bave under uv»w:;u ta
o not

i on llves and on

would appesr bu-

wieel iy engagements ; while in mutual sogicties they d
distributing th » contributi r
A he e of dntibuiiy the spion SO R

:ﬂdl K o tuf Kegisirar General, A ir. page xi.
From IS; it nppears that Mr. Farr would object to

our valuation of the International by the Combined Ex-
rience, that it makes the deficiency appear foo small,
um not to mdmit u.ln be is wholly m’l‘h IT
inking his table requires n lurger reserve. e fol-
“Mm‘m' Esuwplﬂnwm:lnll serve to ahow that the Com-
Dbined Experience miy sometimes roquire a grestor, re-
serve than e National, 1 take five policies for §100
at different nges, and give their net values
cent by ench of four tubles of mortality
vixtoenth premium falla due, 1
ihe values by Carlisle premioms when dis-
eounted by Mr. Nelson's Life Annuitios:

sctual premiums were loaded uniformly, and we knew
the rute, But their premiums being cust, according to
their provious returns, from the Carlisle rute of mor-
tality at 3§ per cent, they cannot be loaded uniformly
in regard to net preminms at 4 per cent, from xny rale
of mortality. As nearus I can judge from the three
different pcales of actnal preminme which have been
ueed by the Internutional, which I find wre more
heavily loaded han I supposed they were when I
wrate the report, their average excess over Carliele
net preminms at 4 per cont in 17 per cent for non-par-
ticipating polivies snd 42 or 43 per cent for those that
articipate,  From Mr. Woolhoure's figuren it appenrs
that wbout 5568 of the preminme are on the gnﬂ.iri-
piting seales. Supporing the two classes to be din-
iributed indiseriminately among the policiesand policy-
bo'ders of different uges, we shall have the present

vulue (by Mr. Woolhouse) of the  participaung
polivies, L7740, and of 1the nnn-punic:r.linﬁ,
if we multiply the former by 100-1

L1%.972,

and the latter by 1001 7 (mnd here 1 beg Mr,

Neison o notice the inverted rutios), and add

the products, we shall have £661,300, nearly, aa the

srerentd valne of the net future premivms by the Car-

Iinie tuble, st 4 per cent, and subtracting this from the

rerent valne o} the pesurances nod endowments, we

'nuw £957. 187, or $1, 244,785, 6s the net valoe of the

polictes, To this add F201,435, the present net Liabdity

on annuities, according to Mr. Woolhouse, and we

Lave & present lisbility of $1,536,220, which onglit to

be ﬂlllulvd at least by the net assets, or reserve of
preminm,  But, geeording to Mr. Woollioase, the net
apsets are 8544 300, leaving & deficiency of §191 870,

Mr. Neiron's figures, treated in a similar way, make

the deficiency ahout §30,000 less. The policies oper-
ated on by them do not exactly correspond in number

with those submitted to ug, und may not have corre-

sponded exactly in valoe. Allowing for this and the

iflerent mortality by which they have valued, making

the values of policies less, and of annuities more than

our rate, as it ehould, and ﬂ:mwinﬁ out of the account

all excess over net prewi which o PETIAE

and justice require to be devoted, finally , altogether to

dvntdends lees expences, and the results of Messrs.

Woolbouse, Neison and Peirce are simply confirma-

tory of the unpleasant facs which it wus onr duty to

repaort.

r. Neison and Prof. Peirce express the opinion

tLut the expense of managing all the policies of the
Tuternational from this time to the termination of the
lust poliey muy be reduced to a very trifling per
centage of \lie premiom, nt]uiw within the loading
which ie yet uaanticipsted, although it has never been
less than 20 per cent of the premiums hitherto, I have
only 1o say, 1 should like to see it done. Perhaps
it will be.  If so, il the better for the shareholders,
und perbaps for the policy holders. We have not
lovked ut ti:r future of the Company, or denied its
ultimate solvency. But we have wscertuned jta
present condition, and proved that, compared with
gny of the fourteen Companics now doing huriness
it this State, its fund of reserved premium isdeficient
by wore thau one million of do&]an. and compar

ed with sume of the strongest of them by sbou

§1,400,000. Though this deficiency is ascertained
partly by hypothetical means, it is by no means a hy-
pothetical deficiency. Every dollar of the million, or
tbe principal which should now amonnt to it, has been
actunlly paidto the society in cash, or assets better to
it than cnsh, by the poliey-holders whose policies are
pow in foree in paying their net preminmes, and it
sbould be pow among the aseets—the excess of -
mium actoadly puid haviog been abundautly suflicient
to pay ull ressonable expenses, wnd the actoal
dividerids to policy holders, not to speak of & bonne
to shirebolders, whose risk is thus far all in the futare,
1t wus not for us to show bow the money went, Our
duty ended with showing that it is not there. It cannot
be eperted that too much has been returned to policy-
holders. The Society’'s cash dividends cannot have
been wore munificent than its reversionary ones,

Here sre two policies tuken in 1844 by purties then
pged 35, one in the Mutual Life of New-York, and
the ather on the participating scale in the Loternational
of London,

of Actuaries’ Farm. Carlisle.  Neloon Hf:olrlu.nd S ik i lnwﬁ Bum Tms  Addition.

% nle 1 . Na. 1) . "
T elm  epu eum el ehw Db matiana, No 200, s Nev. 2h. . S00m  SHRG0
= 8 1 0 4 214 215 | The present values of these additions, ealling the
0 Mo Ho 2 218 a0 yund §5, nod using the Actuaries’ rate at 4 per cent, is
" an CL 41 4 2 an r&':l ::] lnlr“:hehl!;;ual Life, und §221 68 for the Inter-
124 national, thongh the actual premium paid by No. 1,004
Tehgle@s G0 ET  S1BH iU SIEW g, Nuumrhfn has been perr:.nuum less than

Here the Actuaries’ rate gives the largest reserve on
the whole. The sume ratios might not obtain throngh-
out the entire business of any company; bul as both

wemnums and unnuities enfor into the formnln for
E. vauluation of policics, there can be no great varia.
tion from these ratios, nor much left to choose between
these different 1ates, for the purposes of valustion for
veserve. In this state of fucts nnd opinions, I am
somewhat purpriced that 1'rof, Peirce should venture
to say, ** 1 will not eriticise the 1 ndicious selection of
“the Combined Experience Tables.” 1 think he
should not have said this without better reasons thas
he could borrow from Neison, In 1852 when | was
invited by several of our leading Life Insurance Com-
panies to compute valuation tables for their use, 1 sub-
wilted » plan of such tables hased on the Com.
Lined Experience rate (o Prof. Peirce, and solicited his
eriticism. He very kindly guve me an opiaion unqual
ﬂﬂllz in favor of the undertaking, closng in theso
“1 am o pisseed with the form which your
hwhdp‘:tnth subdect has lod you tp ldoﬁ.’hloh;::l:ﬁf
portane of camputing the values of policies, it ls clear that no
pany ean b tly and jostly vadertake to declare o dividend
wlibout sh acurate ‘I”W of the [ull extent of its resources
u lazpe part of which lv invalved fu the policles,
and of which the mest recont investigations of the London
ofioes bave given such s sdmirable basis for the sompatation '
1do mot pee why this opinion is not, at least, s
gﬂn“ more recent one, and up«ini’ly since aull
light furnished us by the last seven years has gone
o eatablish the Combmed Experience ne & better prac-
tical rule thap the Curlisle, which is used by Mr.
Woolhonse, When I submitted the question to Prof,
I was well saware of the theoretical objeetion
to the Combined Experience, baving made eliborate
®oron to test ite practical value, and, if my mem-
ory isnot st fanlt, I'etated the objection to him, together
my masons for novertheless preforring that rate.
1In this office, in order 10 ascertain what a conrpany
have socumulated from its premiuma, we gnp-
m the premiam on every policy to be divided El.o
One of theso is the net premium by the
Experience Table ut 4 per cent; the other is
tho exoees of the actunl premium over this, The latter
we do not seck to know. A knowledge of it
im and indispensible ‘ur some par-
bat it is not for m_\‘&urpw contemplated by the
w of Mussachusetts, Whether the excess be large
or mukll, she risks are the same and the reserve shoald
bo the same. The excom, *loading,” * in" or
% gharge,” us it is technically called, wfter deg-n_ving
‘hatever port, has no just
be retarned 1o the policy-holders, or
of the guarantee capital.
whole of net preminms
» B 4 per cent, aller paying
necumulated wt that rate as a
- o osncs,  The % et vulue
:h'. company on our rr, is pre-
mndr such hypothetical accumc‘lat?un

o compare with the actu

bt

i

the actual

that paid by No. 2,048 to the Luternational. 1do not
select the Mutoal Life because I consider it the best
American Compuny to insure in, but because it makes
reversionary dividends,

1 wm truly sorry for the shareholders of the Interna-
tionul, who are much in the condition of railroad capit-
alists, whose manwgers have been amusing them with
dividends out of the iron rails till they are edlled upon
to furnish seversl times the amount of them to relay
the track. I 1 were in their ease, nnd na rich as they
are reported to be, 1 would pot my hand quietly in my
pocket and enlurge the Rociety's assets by at least &
millicus of doliars, calling it all premium reserve,
before 1 would ask ancther man to insure for
the benefit of his family, But 1 shall oot
fuil, whether it be in a private or official cupacity, to
express, in patursl terms, & patural indiguation at
veeing wathemstical dust thrown in (he eyes of & con-
fidivg public, come from whit source it may. any
mithematica! gentlomen feel aggrieved at such undig-
pifled remurks, I shall be happy to show them a great
wuuy more fignres in this office than I dare ask you to
publith, sud will tulk the matier over with them very
calwly. But if, withont confronting the figures, they
continne to secuse me of **fabricating” them, und
‘hu Ln_prim:l" t\-irlr_ dm?'gr.h‘u t?:e the liberty of

nking an eaking of them us =old to 8 corporutio:
that wishes t:“nrl.l others, Ertzvn W;‘:?'.n‘r. 4
Uffice of Inswrance Commisioners, Roaton, Nov. 25, 1858

) [ Advertisment. |
THE INTERNATIONAL LIFE ASSUR-
ANCE SOCIETY OF LONDON.
——e.

Our readers cannot have failed to notice the contro-
ver=y which hus been ragi ing the condition
of the * International Life rance Society” of Lon-
don. Thes is an institution of more than twenty years'
standing, hh‘ by act of bom - t, with sn

ney io this conntry established o flacn years
:1?«. llhaimml',].idu on the lives of some of
our best citizens, so its condition is & matter of in-
terest here. The Insurance Commissioners of this
State (Messrs, Elizur Wri
in & supplement to their
compulstion of its affiire i i
the society of ‘l.&":‘.‘:,ﬂ-i. The manugers in London
were, of course, startled ut this tion, and they
caused un investigation to be by their own Acta-
ary, Mr. Woolhouse, and also an inde t exami-
nation by another mathematician, Mr, Neison, which
bave been submitted in this country o the review of
Prof. Peirce of Harvard College, "Mr. Neison's esti
mate, with,which Mr. Woolhouse and Prof, Peirce
substantially shows the Cempany to possess &
nmof £1 equal to $E72,
is accordingly a pet difference of 81,707,718
between the two computations, the uecaracy of both
of which ir confidently maintained on each side, We
ave taken some to oxmniine into the origin of
remarkable , and to explain it to
our rouders as fur as we wre able, in order that they
may have the materinls for & judguent of the merits of
i a rt 1 e obwerved At M
s first to that Mr, Wright's computa-
tion, in beb_n!fuf.‘lhlg.lmum Commissioners, re
condition society on ihe st of November,
1658; while Mr. Neison's is taken 20 daye later, foF the
30th of November. This, of course, confuses the com-
somewhat, but docs not substantinlly change

3

nutoral increase. As Mr. Wright eulenlated the lin-
bilities for November, 185%, it i plainly just und prop-
er that the assets should not be tuken from returns
three yeurs earlior, when those of even dite are age-
cersible, a8 they now are.

These items alone, corrected, muke n difference of
ﬂ-ﬂ,hﬁll in favor of the Bociety; reducing accordingly

r. Wright's apparent deficit by a corresponding
amount,

The principal elewent of difference, however, re-
maine to be eonsidered.
The totul amonnt assnred upon the outstanding poli-
cies of the Bociety is $10,525 334, The present vilue
of this amount, obtaining by discounting the several
elaime for the periods which will elapse before they
become due, i rather less than half ax much, viz.
£4,745,116, Now the Bociety will of sonree eontinne
to receive preminme upon ulf these policies aotil they
are canceled, or until the lives fall in; and the present
vilne of theee premiume diccounted in the same way
ue the elaime to which they attach, is $1,446,009, uc-
cording to Mr. Neison's caleulation; and hence he
eoneludes that the net liability apon the present bunai-
nesx of the Society is equal only to the difference be-
tween the present value of the amonnt assured, and
the prevent of the préminmes receivuble thereon. This
difference is $299,107; & sum which is amply eovered
by the amets,

Mr. Wright, however, introdaces & new element,
and gives o it n most tremendous importance. The
actuu] presainms charged by a company. he maintaine,
are congiderably in excess of the  mathematical pre-
minme” which were Lelieved in the outset to be suffi-
clent to compensate it for the risks incurred. These
o mathematical premiums” were increased by what is
culled & loading, designed to cover crrors, contingen-
cies, expenses, and profite.  Now, if the present value
of the uctuul prewinme is exactly ascertained, without
allowance for the loa ing, it appenrs that there is
reckoned as . pert of the means now on hand to pay
liabilitier, something which wae regarded at the be-
gim.inr s simply o necossary allowance to provide for
wossilile errore, continger cies, expenses, und profits.
hese errors, contingenci s, and expenses, muy still
oceur, and therefore (Mr, Wright contends) it is not
rafe now to veglect to allow for thewm.

We believe that some actuaries contend that smeh al-
lowance is not necessary, for the reason that the future
or new business of a Company which has been estab-
lithed fitteen years or more may fuirly be supposed to
bear the current expenses of carrying on its operations.
But we are willing toadmit that some allowance shonld
be made under this head, snd this we find to be the
general opinion of the best anthorities, 5a stated in
works upon the subject, and especially in the evidence
before the Parlinmentary Commission of 15854,

It remains, then, 1o bo convidered what is a fair
allowance under this head of the ncconnt.  No genernl
rule can be devised of universal application.
allowance must very secording to the age of the com-
pany, the mede of vigunization, and the principle npon
which ite premiums ure establiched, The prineiple
udopted by Mr. Wright, it will be observed. would re-
quire u reservation of §1,683,256 for the parpose,
without discussing the theory u{mn which this prineiple
in bused, we think it cler that such an allowsnee
is monstrously dispropertioned to the necessities of
the ease, The reader must understund that it is
admitted that if the mm;-ul:.{ were obliged to pay
to-day the present value claimes of all the now
outstiandin nguinst it, to mature at various
intervals, from one to fifty or sixty years henes (lim-
ited hdyr. & most remote h of w polley-holder) it
wounld have u surplus of $632.094, secording to Mr.
Neieon, who takes it for granted that he may set off
aguinet the present value of the amount assured, the
present value of the preminms which the Company
expects to receive npon the very eame policies. * Mr.
Wright denies that it is safe to set off the present valae
of the whole of the future preminms, l'ﬂ'hllﬂ‘: they
hitve been **loaded” to meet errore, contingencies, ex-

enses, and profite. But when he demunds that the

‘orpuny ougbt now to have in hund $1,683,.256 10
meet this cluse of items, he secms to us to be quite un-
rensonable. That sum, if now reserved and invested,
would yiell an avpoal income, st four per cent, of
67,330, It cwnmot be pretended that asam of that
mugnitude, over und nbove the mathomatienl valve of
the premiums received, is annually required 10 manage
the present businers of the Company.

here reems to be a general agreement of opinion
among the best anthorities that something shonld be
set down by way of allowsnce for the loading, in val-
uing the condition of u life assurance company. The
witnesees before the parlismentary commission who
were most precise apon this point, were M, Edmonds,
who thonght the nllowance ought to be 12 per cent,
and Mr. Furr, whio thought one-seventh of the present
valoe of the nctval preminms receivable shoald be de-
ducted. The surplus ghown by Mr, Neisou's figures is
more thun enough to meet the avernge of these re-
quirements, und falls short by u trifling sum of the
mosl eXsclng.

But it is to be observed, finally, that o test of this
port, althongh highly desirable, if not absolutely neces
wury, in the cuse of the life insurance companies of this
country, which ure almost invariably matual com-
{:ulntli. or with sharebolders having but a limited lia-

ility, becomes comparutively unimportant with re-
gard to a British concern like the * International,”
which has n large body of weslihy propristors bonnd
1o weet is evgagements to the uttermost penny of
their private fortunes. The subseribed capital of the
U lptervations!” s £400,000, of which, as we have
seen, £79008 hus been paid in, This ecapital elone is
thus more than enough to cover the whole of ite lis-
bilitics upon the extreme plan ndopted by Mr. Wright
in his esleulstion. But L-hind this capitai are the
eharehiolders, Lable, as we bave said, to the extent of
their wrty. It is not surpeising to find thut & com-
pawy Ko situated does not ﬁn? it necessary, in order to
retain the public coufidence, to leave in the gencral
trensury of the concern a larger sum than the million
of dollars (very nearly) which the * International” has
on hund.  1f more is required, the sharebolders must
furnish it; but it cannot be tended that, in any
probable contingeney, more will be required. Parties
who imsure in & mmgn.\' of this sort—especiall
Aumiun:_.n}rho look 1 yood Ihe’ seas Lo u Drimi
COTDPAD course rely principally upon the unlim-
ited 5&.151;:, of the foman'-hnﬁlﬂnr

Itis far otherwise with regard to the American
companies, which muke u much better show under the
test to which Mr. Wright subjects them. Thus the
New-England Matual, m which isassured $10, 158,785,
sn amount but little less than the ‘* International,”
showe, by Mr. Wright's figures, $150 of insertad ss-
sets to every 8100 of labilitiea. Thisisn Nm{,“’ of
unguestionable strength; but Mr. Wright himself
points out in kis report, the company, soon after re-
turning 1s wssets us ubove, made & dividend, which re-
duced the ratio of assets to lisbilities to 140, Nobady
cnn gretend that the company borume really less
strong by making this dividend, nor woald its strength
be impared if it divided still more, especially if it hud
i.m kﬂl{’:-l d;nuholdtn bekind, “i':mhm an

vituble obligation to make up [osses, in the improb-
able m::g_onr& of their happening beyond the mar-
in rese “mlh“ obligation is en-
';.md 0 = b}-r:{se British Courra,

conspicuously sppearedin several recent instances.
Our Americun companies find it food policy, no doubt
to keep a hmr reserve undivided, as a ple of
good l{itlt to she public. But even here, we think the
Elicy of keepiag on hund foe large an amount of
nde, which muy be the busis of malversution or de-
falest'on, is linble to question,

1t is coneeded thut the very peculiar business of life-
jusurance deands other tests of solvency than an
ﬁ;ﬂ : Our Masachnsetts law we

, 18 Wise in ing & periodical compntation
of “the existing value allp.mnd.inl policies,
Mr. Wright is'eptitled to grent credit for bis

Hubbard Sywash.—~Wn. 8. CARPENTER ex-
hibited a specimen of the pure Hubbard squash, which,
of 25 varietiea grown by him, he considers the best, in
@ll rerpeets, of the whole sjunsh fumily, The shell of
this ia of  pale green, and the flesh a'rich golden yel-
low. The largest size is about 12 or 15 pounds weight,
and mversge about 7 or 8 pounds. One of the n_wd
qualition of this squash is that it keeps very lony iuto
ﬁ'nmcr. It is also, like the Boston marrow, good to
ure even before it ia fully ripe.  Mr. Carpenter opened
the one presented, und” distriboted the seed to & the
members of the Clab who desired to plant them, X

Jee-Houses.—Thia question was ealled np and dis-
aussed at length, Bome of the facts elicited are given
ae follows:

Mr. Pakpeg read an extract from & paper upon the
ventilation and drainage of ice-honsen, It stares that
an upderground ice-house in calculated to melt ice
much faster than sbove, becnuse the earth gets heated
gud melts the ice. )

W 8. CanpesTER—It is & question of great mo-
ment to farmers how small 8 cube of ice ean be kept
well. I have not, in my experience, found that less
than ten fect suise will Keep, )

Mr. Prrr suid that he built an jceshonse just like a
log enbin, in the gound, with u board roof, that kee
jee first rate.  He Luilt one of stone, and one of briek,
luid in eewent, neither of which would keep ice. He
6l 8 in a cold day, ans leaves the house open to sllow
the ice to freeze, He pucks broken ice iuto ull the
spuces between the cnkes, and puts straw at the bot-
tom eight inches thick, and packs the ice np to the
wood on the sides, and leaves it until June or July—
when there it a space melted away wll around, and
that is then packed tight with straw. His jee-house is
most thoroughly ventilated in tae upper portion of it
A full set of iee tools costs about $30, bot he did not
think it necessary for a fiurmer to go to that expense;
& saw is nearly ae good aa an ice-plow, to cut ice on &
small seule, when great baste is not very necessury,
as is the ense with the great ice-gtherers for market.

Jous G Illn--n—ﬁ; ioeshouse is a cellar, abowt
twelve feet square nt the top and ten feet at the bot-
tom, und this is fitted with & double-boarded frame,
the hollow filled with sawdust. The earth is so porous
that it gives o patural drainage. There is s building,
used for other pnrposes, over the ice-house, which is
ventiluted, but the ice has no ventilation; pod 1
cover the tee with sawdust, und also around the sides,
and it heeps well, 1 pack the cakes close, aud they
tome ont as square as they went in. y

W, 5. Canresten—1 bave u floor over my ice,
which I keep covered with straw, and find it an excel-
lent thing to j revent thawing.

Prof. Nassi— I think that an ice-house should not
I'Ia\-n uny provision for ventilution—the tighter the

eller.

Mr. Brrces is of the same on_about ventils-
tkm.'“Ha thinks the wir should be excludod us fur us

1nle.

Mr. PriL—There is a free cirealation of air in the
upper of my ice-house, und nothing but struw to
exclude the air from the ice.

Mr. Beraes—S8ome of my neighbors break up the
blacke of iee, but I prefer the solid blocks. My opinion
in that straw is better than salt by to puck ice in. 1
+hould prefer to bave a very heuvy cout of straw on
theice, and then I don't éure shout the ventilation
ahove. 1 will say, however, that my neighhors, in
bouses that have no npper loor, and are & deal
open ut the top, do keep the iee well,

BuLos  Rourssos—There i# s misunderstanding
ahout this term ventilation. As one of the advocates
of it for an jec-house, ue well an all other houses, I do
not mean open exposure, but simply to allow an escape
of the heted air thut will accumulinte in the space be-
tween the straw and the roof.  Make it ns tight wll
nround the body of the ice as possible, by asing non-
conducting sul:tances from the exterior, und cover
the top of the ire an closely s you please with saw-
dust or straw, but don't make the ut r part o close,
At least, leave the cracks in the ga r:mds 0 As
for the sidex, the best of ull substances to fill with is
fine churconl; the next best, saw-dust; next, tan bark,
struw, leaves from the forest, or salt hay, or any other
fiLrons substunce, It is not necessary to bave & double
wall if your ice is sufficiently pucked around with any
of the ‘above substances. mir, at any rate,
mast not come in contact with the ice, nor with
a board that touches it. And n stone on the

ound will melt ice mouch quicker than wood.

‘hat I have been most auxious for in bringing np this
discussion upon ive-houses, in to divert the subject of
all aclentifie nonseuse about makiog buildings to keep
ice of so expensive 4 chiuructer that no common farmer
wonld nnderiake it.  Yet there ure thousands of men
who might enjoy the comforts of & full supply of ice,
anid some of them would do it if they only knew that
they could build a house at almost no cost. Al
cabin, as described by Mr, Pell, or & cellur lined wi
fence rutls, aud a bosrd roof, with plenty of saw-dust,
leaves, or straw, will keep it lovger than & stone or
brick building, put up st o cost of §00, 1 want to en-
conrage people o build cheup Ieeelinnses,

Prof. Nasti—We ure too much inclined to be inova-
tors in all our buildings, and in ice-louses pretionlarly,
We must look at the true_philosopby of Keeping ice,
or we shall fail; for the philosophy of it is to put it as
much away from the air us possible, and that is why we
pack it in straw or saw-dust, &e.  As to giving some
ventiletion to the loft, or space over the ice, it may
be of service.

W 8, Cagrexter.—Some of my neighbors think
the ice keeps the best if the cakea ure set on edyge.

Mr. Berurs—The great ice-packers 1 bave svem pat
in their cukes flat, nmi very compaet.

Mr. PirL—The great Hodson River ice-houses are
very large, and ulways boilt above ground, with doable
walli, filled with saw-dust. The ive is packed close,
und broken ice filled in to all the crucka,  Some single
jce-honges hold 3,000 tans; and most of the ice used in
the city is cut upon the river, and not upon lakes,

Mr, Qrins—1 noticed that some of tg::v we-housea
vee ko1t bwy, The roofs and sides ave double, and the
best of them are filled with five charcoal, mnkmg the
walle 18 inchesthick. I kpow one person who had an
underground ice-house, and now bus one sbove, which
be prefers—the ice keeps in this (he best.

r. Carresten—l fGuod the bettom layer of my
honse, which is an undergronnd one, keeps r thun
the layers above,

Mr. Pei1—Fine charcoal absorbs 90 per cent of air,
and that ie the rezson why it s such & good noti-con-
ductor; and it is the very best substance to pack

plants in for I.nug:ﬂn: n.
Ir.Snsn-—l ve 'l":qurmly packed plants in
charccal dust, and preserved m better than in

any other substance. There is no doubt wbout its be-
ing the best of all snbstances to fill in the walls of an
i“irl-m'f":mu' it“%ti:.lih air and does not decay.

ree y— estl
e ——
r. Prir an ¢ ru
the subject, or rather npon the {ormu.'mn end cunn?:
f;‘{o: of ﬁ’”’”ﬁ“" vw they qhmn‘f lheirﬂ ruslanance,

spoke well o necessity of properly preparing
the soil, 5o that é’:?mmrm can oh{li'nm-

anee, Hc.ch well upon the mecessity of ly
preparing the soll, so that our cultivated can
obtain sustenunce from the action of their innumerable

fibrous roots. Every varieiy of soil grows ita own
particnlur viriety of mwuumﬂﬁwmm
10 grow these nat yﬁnyhdwomiinddml
uﬁmlmtbm As n swamp ia drained and made dry,
the vegewstion naturully Lgn.ngn. The Eagellops, &
 wild grass of Italy, if cultivated carefully, apon nich

w, becumes w)

The hour of € having arrived before Mr. Pell had
finished hin anhject, the question was continued.

The Next m.— ing the Winter months, the
meetings will be held fortmightly, instead of weekly;

s . he

that is, on the firet andthird Mondays of each month.
The' Chub to-day, notwithsieuding the

les—Andrew firidzeman, Wi Mitehell,

Cramstoon. Oo ¥
ranstoun. Kuieht,

Chatles Hoss. On Heede—D. L. Elgecl:
M. I, lsanc Buchanan

NEW-YORK WEEKLY BANK STATEMENT
—_———

The Weekly Bank Statement of Averages is gener-
ally considered as satisfactory, although the increase in
louue is & dieappointment, it being generally anticipated
thut there would be a farther contruction. The in-
crease, however, s nearly all in the Shoe and Leather,
which inetitmion has received large deposita of city
revenue. Tbe increase in apecie is qnite as large as
was anticipated, und in deposits it is mneh larger; in-
deed, much larger than is indicated by the other items
of the statement.

The compurative stutement for the week ending
Dec. 3, is ue follows:

i, ML D Jua.

Naov. 28, Mee. &,
enrensssss o BITLATAIEE IZNIITO4 Tno..... BTIRETE
Bpreie #8014 046,867 Ino..... 1,314,340
C $0D. . +v s st K% 0,098,819 Tne..... 197841
Nt Deposit. ... ML WISLTA Ine..... 2,056 M0
The wovement of the Banke since Nov. 34, 1835,

has been as follows : -

: Loana. Specie.  Creul D-rnuhl-

LEURA12, 08 11,715,230 &7,7T9, 567 SN, 1M
106,140,150 1LY B6m2 110 96,046,216

and we sre glad to learn that nearly ol his uﬁ’ |
was secured for bis return trip during the day.
leaves on Friday vext for Glasgow, k

tho Cutholic Charches of the city opened, Inuud‘q,.
a grand Charity Fuir for the benefit of the ln‘h“‘
of the Risters of Mercy in Honston street. It is fo

continne for two weeks, with Concerta by 3
Band every afternoon and evening. The display of
funcy artieles and works of art is great; indeed, we
do not remember to have sgen so lurge und so fine ol
Fuir in the city before, The churches vie with “,l
otber in the adorvment of their tables. Upon that “
St. Mary's we noticed u really fine group d“‘
in pastel. The chief attraction of the Fuir to us, bow-
ever, was a richly illominated MSS, Bible of the 14th
century, and a very large collection of nutographs ina
folio richly bound in velvet and gold. Thia colleetion
comprises about 400 antographs, most of them valus.
ble, some of them rare, and many of them original
documents of value. A lotter from Willinm Pq'.,‘
dated London, 21, 6mo,, '81 [1681], isu enriosity. Two

letters, written by Sir Henry Clinton to Lord Ger
maine, are decidedly interesting, Omne of them, writ-

ten from New-York just before the eapture of York
LowD, iy 8: ]

*1 do, howsver, flalter I wuul..mlmg.
ood l.:m men :'hh him, Im artillery
8

CHARITY Falr AT THE Acapesy.—The ladies

.H-hrbl!“
rastiy forced om sauch & post ae ¥ o1k in represented to
:‘Ll’aﬂudl-uhumwm,m way be collected

effectual of relleving his
T T
The collection includes natographs from most of the
modern antograph writers, from threo Popes, several
Laouis, Alfieri, two or three English sovereigns, and &
lurge number of the Eunglish nobility, and ia very
in American autogruphe, Initis the original requise
tion of Gov. King of Rbode Island upon Wmn. H. Sews. -

ard, then Governor of New-York, for Gov. Dorr, then.
o fugitive in New-York. :

“1 judge that the i

Latk Items.—Detectives Farley and
arrested two well-known confidence

o ot laa.. Tieess il HI68 mmAwE S
an'y 81, 1837... 11,78, A9, 8
Fob? U drl HE@0TE MMENE S46E1T 96900
Mareh 7, 1857,.. 11LBUS. 048 11,707 048 8,469, 0,8
A 4, 1657... 114080508 11588783 41108 7, 80,918
y 3, 185T... 114,406,178 12,008,511 500 56 58 189,
May 80, 187... 11440053 13,815,315 | o047 ELe
Juse 6, 1857... 1153800500 131715 B.5R5T 504,39/
July 6 IR8T... 115,044,008 12537, 901, 9 B34, 56
July 81, 145%... 120,597 080 12,006,013 8,845 472 445,
Aug- B, 1857, 122007280 1,TAT,867 8,981,740 B4 36413
Eapt. 5, 1857... 1I2381,368 10,227,060 007018  T948LA1T
Oct. B, 1087... 106,488,459 11,400,413 1,916,108 67
Ot 10, 1857... 101,617,069 11476298 750059 63,001 061
Uet. 17, 1887... 4D, Ty 8007441 M
Oet, 84, 1857... W NaSlB 10411610 6,804,700 57,5300
Oet. 21, 1857 95,017,754 12,083,441 6,334,748 61,463,664
New, 7 To.. B6,BGGI41 16,492,152 G484 B 69.EM,TTR
Dee. 5, 1857, 3336 26 00 A 6558 W0 TH AN,
Jan. 3, luSé. G, 548, 20,561,046 6,400,408 THG3
Feb, 6, 1058, 103008420 80652548 6078 %11 84,000 48
Mareh £ 1850, M3l FETIOTHL  G.0MLEM 90,38 46

i’lﬂ 8, 1654... 110,580,064 1,530,000 7223843 94,540, 140

ay 1, 1858, 111,068,456 35,064,218 7481 014 04,489 506

June B, JOSH, .. 118424007 7,548,000 101, 449,535

July 8, lusa, 110,654,860 B4, 146,606 7446430 106,540,207

Aug. 7, 1864, 10,002,657 30,145, B4 T.THAALS 1074715

Eept. 4, 1834... B 7748240 108,347, 801

Cet. 1086, ., 125,650,697 24,388,787 7,475,750 101 80) 568

Nov. 6, 18S50... 1% 800,470 26,837,855 & 145,603 108,217,

Dec. 4, 1858,.. 1236, AT, TEITHT 89,1000

Jan, 1, 1850... 127864319 27,124726 7,854,000 90,654, 1493

Feb. B, 1080,.. 130,441, 25,991 441 7,900,858 91,205,336

March 5, [856..., 125,221,067 26,766,085 8,071,608 86,800,023
April 2, 1858, .. 138,902, 25,783,161  REILTSE BT THT, 108
May 7 1S9... 12031 26,005,623 6,904 667
June 4, 1658... 135, 0TI N R4TAd
July B8, 1888, 1TE 401, T2, 49 685 N 845, THO "
July 10, 1650, 120 614,630 22494640 B IS061  TI0 ¥
July 17, 1850... 120,406, BLRAET 821678 1050
July 23, 1050... 118,904,160 20,006 912 B.170638 75000 e
Joly 20, 185... ST 412 2064564 R214.950 74474808
Auvg, 6 1859... 118 988, 20,063,877 T2,534,850
Acg. 13, 188, 117,08, 06 20,747,073 U416 714618
Aug. 30, 1459, 117,990,198 21 40448 BAITH6D  TA209.9
Aug. 27, 1088, 117,041,000 TG 5229 TLWLAIT
Sept. B, 1050, 116,104,208 31470200 653318 7D, 055,%
Sepl. 10, 1089, .. 114,431 400 21,M7.244 0,513,008
Sept. 17, 1880,.. 119,066,323 21,513,600 444 74,147,290
Sepl. 24, 1850, 110505 300 30,660,436 B,357,206 T, 500
Uet. L 1nsa,.. 118,208,750 1935019 0770 T0.812.108
COct, 6, 1859,., 17,211,627 19,489,144 8.385.739 LS00, 304
Uet. 17, 1858,.. 117308, 21,650 298 B 463,816 70,080,000
Oet. M, 1099... 117017459 eS0T 8,411,218 71,507,008
Cet. 20, 1059,., 1GAM428 2024805 8378, 78,003, 181
Neow 1948, ., 120,110,007 20,228 43 8637421 A
Nov. 17, 1§!9,.. 121 308 353 L 1 90 B 440, T4,70,181
Nov, 19, 1554... 131,580,636 10740371 8203520 54,674,009
Nov, 26, 180, 121428063 1A63) BIT12T8 TR MR ITH
Dec. 3, 1628..... 122,187,084 20,046,667  6.0W.019 742587
Tamix of the Loans, 5 Cireulation, and s af the
the Cityo m'l’m.jwme mmnﬁm"m..
Tree. 0, 1850, po whick is afficed the Capital of cach Bank.
Averagn | Averagn | Average | Average
Kawns or | A L] t 4
Basxn of Losns and of of Clren- af
Capital. |Disconnts | Specie. | lation. |Deposite.
* ¢ | o e
B afN.Y..| 2,000,000 4672055 GRS 3967 1597300
Maghattan, 1w,nml 440458 THA46R| 325, 2,914,547
Merchants' | 2,732 212] 5000404 Mo, 0ea]  250,477] 2,016,767
Mechaules® | 2,000,000 8538, 714] 562,000 304,525
| 2.800,u80] 475,654
5415, 144] 1,307 51l
WA e, 100
2102457 404
1452,040] 118,522
vasena] m’
3 1,063, 97, e
X 2,008,734 3184003
1 2020 14 21LIM
A 1,510,405 L R
. v ! 3,670 110 268
Greenwich. | 200 (00 AT i, 173
Lesth, M| s o] 1 810516] 257 814
Viith Wid.|  Soiooo] 12472000 141,742
B.E N.Y..| 2000000 8Tmyem| 685007
An. Kxch..| 50000001 7.217,008] 1,150,439
Commnres. | 0078040 12,767,024] 1,594,500
1,000,000) 2572430, 402044
Lo e ) ETEATA] 207,500
Lo oon| 2 e0e ] 427,000
AT 0| 1,00 681 197 567
2,0 000] 8007 2% 676,051
A0, (e 686,914 ih 2
20|  emusi|  w9ses
10000000 1608101 148,530
1,000, 0001 1, 1] e
B el T e 1aa el
4,000,000 6,129,754 ] 1,004,008
0 Uod T, 3,016
1,000,000 1,406,541 158,07
1,000 o00) ] S350 M7, 247)
T90.000] 1087973 140,608
Shoe & Lea,| 15000000 5134, 414] 2,294,605
Corn Exch.| 10000001 1 575 04 3 517
Continen'),| 2,000,000] ©262084] 50,762
Cotsmw'h .| 750,000] 1,182.6121 130,850
Oviental,...| 866,000 TN
Marine..,..| 66,7 1,008 £51 b o0
Atlaptie . 400, 0N 526,711 4,23
Imp. & Tr 1,800, 2568006 256410
Pork ,.ocoel 2000000 4 427,57
Artionns’. 06, Hon 65 500] 133,
Mee. B. As 50,000 0. 240 56 &M
N.Y.D. Dk 200 008 77,240 51,040
NY.Fa.. 150,000 3G, 381 0,786
Bull's H'd. 178 300! LIER M 20,744
N. Y. Ce.. 2, Loy 411424 I,
iroeens'... 70,020 & 140 71,82
Fast River 06 N e P )
N. River. A6000] 4S8 EI T,

Total ... 69,500,632 122,197,0041 20,046, 5671 9,098,319' 76,252,723
(‘learings for week ending Nov. 25.......8117,586,430
Clearings for week ending Dee. 3. . 148,142 145
Rulasices for week ending Nov. 3. 5,584,510
Balances for week endiog Dec. 2. 057,004
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THE STEAMER JOHN BELL.

In Jaouary, 1854, the steamer San Francisco, built
Ly the United States Mail Steamship Company, having
been chartered by the U, 8. Government to transport
troope to Califomia, started on her first trip from this
city. When a short time ont she encountered a tre-
mendous gale which swept ber decks, broke in her
decks, erippled her machinery, and left her wholly at
the werey of the billows—after over two handred sol-
diers, passengers and crew bad been swept overboard.
In this exigency the ship Three Bells of Glasgow,
Capt. Robert Crighton hove in vight, and though in &
crippled condition, he layed by for three days natil the
gule subsided, when the survivors were traneferred on
board the Three Bells, and the bark Kilby of Boston,
which also came to the rescne, It was Capt. Crighton’s
*' Be cheery boys—I'll stand by you," from the decks
of the Three Bells thut ruised the drooping hopes of
the sufferers on the steamer, and be nebly, at the riak
of losing the lives of hiserew and ship, did keep near
them until he conld give them the succor. The honors
that were conferred spon Capt. Crighton by the
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